
The cross-cutting nature of energy has been widely 

recognized as central to achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. In fact, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

Moon, stated: “Energy is the golden thread that connects 

economic growth, social equity and environmental 

sustainability”.  

With this in mind, the SOGERV project has been designed 

to demonstrate a sustainable community energy model. 

The project will see the deployment of four community 

energy projects in Chikhwawa district, under three 

different business models. These will increase energy 

access to households, communities and businesses. 

The project is deploying a range of solar technologies, 

including: PV based charging stations for charging 12v 

batteries and other technologies; Pico solar lanterns for 

lighting and phone charging; Portable solar home systems 

for households and businesses; as well as larger fixed 

systems for schools and health centres.  

Francis Story, 30, runs the Mandrade Energy Kiosk 

“Before the kiosk the situation in the village was very bad. 

There was no power whatsoever because we are so far 

from the national grid. People had to travel for hours to 

reach somewhere with electricity to charge their phones. 

At the school, the pupils couldn’t study when it got dark 

and their grades suffered as a result. Teachers weren’t 

willing to work here because they couldn’t properly 

prepare for their classes and people couldn’t start or run 

businesses. 

I was approached by United Purpose (UP) to run the 

energy kiosk because of my involvement in various other 

development activities in the community. The energy kiosk 

only works with the support of the community in order to 

stimulate demand. To ensure this, UP said that the building 

of the kiosk belongs to the community so long as they 

provide sand and bricks to help build it. When completed, 

the kiosk was handed over to the Village Development 

Committee (VDC). 

Thanks to the kiosk there have been significant changes in 

the community. Having access to electricity has stimulated 

business in the village – there are barber shops, video 

shops and phone charging - and as a result, increased 

incomes for a majority of the community. Teachers are 

more willing to stay and teach at the school and the 

students can study more. People are now able to use 

electricity in their homes – they rent batteries in order to 

power TVs, radios and lights. 

I would like to thank UP for bringing power to my village.” 
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